
Dear Villa Duchesne and Oak Hill Community: 
  

In 2009, Sr. Lucie Nordmann, RSCJ, graciously accepted our offer to be the interim Head of 
School. During that year, she agreed to accept a three-year contract which ends in June 2013. 
  

We feel very blessed to begin a national search on the solid foundation that has been built for 
our students under Sr. Nordmann’s capable leadership. Much has been accomplished under her 
direction since July 2009: 
  

 Attracting and nurturing a superior school leadership team, faculty, and staff to 
continue our commitment to academic excellence. 

 Enlivening the spirit and mission of the Sacred Heart education we provide, including 
completion of the self-study and plan for improvements associated with the Sacred 
Heart Commission on Goals (SHCOG). 

 Restoring financial stability on which to build a successful future, including a breakeven 
budget since 2009-10. 

 Advancing the school to a record level of fund-raising, both in participation and 
contributions. 

 Completing many significant facilities and campus upgrades and improvements. 
 Updating and implementing our five-year strategic plan. 

  
Sr. Nordmann has set ambitious goals for 2012-13, the achievement of which will further 
strengthen her legacy. Sr. Nordmann and the Board of Trustees will have ongoing discussions 
on what role she wishes to have in the future. 
  

The Board of Trustees is on course with a defined process to identify and recruit a new Head of 
School who is committed to enhancing our outstanding educational program and will continue 
to address the many challenges. We are committed to an approach that will tap the skills, 
talents, and connections of our school community. The search committee will be led by our 
current Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees, Mrs. Beth Lenke. The Board of Trustees will keep 
you informed of our steps and progress, and seek your help in identifying, recruiting, and 
transitioning the new Head of School, whose appointment will begin July 1, 2013.  
  

We remain most grateful for the leadership and contributions of Sr. Nordmann in collaboration 
with the leadership team, faculty and staff, and friends of Villa Duchesne and Oak Hill School. 
We hope that her plans for the future will continue to bless our school community. We are 
absolutely committed to attracting an outstanding successor who will build on all she has 
accomplished for our school and our students in fulfillment of our mission to transform the 
world, one child at a time. Please pray for God’s blessings on the success of our efforts, and 
know that we will keep you apprised as we progress. 
  

Sincerely, 
John J. Hanichak, Chair 

Board of Trustees 

Villa Duchesne and Oak Hill School 


